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CON - 

Prudence is not only a moral but chriflian virtue, fuch as 
is neceliaty to the cosijtitutuig of ail others. Decoy of Pieiy. 

2. 1 o ere£t ; to eftablifh. 

We mull obey laws appointed and -confiiuted by lawful au- 
thority, not a gain ft the law of God. Taylor’s Holy Living. 

3 ; To depute; to appoint another to an office. 

Co ruTEa. n. f [from conjlitutc.] Ke that conftitutes or 
appoints. 

Const it u Yio n . n.f [from, rnftitute.] 

1. 1 he act ot conftituting ; enacting ; deputing; eftablifhing ; 
producing. 

2. State of being; particular texture of parts; natural qua- 
lities. 

This is more beneficial to ns than any other conJUtution. 

Bentley s Sermons. 

This light being traje&ed through the parallel prifms, if it 
fufFered any change by the refradtion of one, it loft that im- 
Ffeffion by the contrary refraction of the other ; and fo, being 
i^ftorcd to its priftine conJUtution , became of the fame condi- 
tion as at firft. Newton's Opt. 

3. Corporeal frame. 

Amongft many bad effedts of this oily conJUtution , there is 
one advantage ; fuch who arrive to age; are not fubje& to 
ftridture of fibres. Arbuthnot on Aliments . 

4 Temper of body, with refpedt to health or difeafe. 

If fuch men happen, by their native conjlitutions , to fall 
into the gout, either they mind it not at all, having no leifure 
to be fick, or they ufe it like a dog. Temple. 

Beauty is nothing elfe but a juft accord and mutual har- 
mony of the members, animated by a healthful conJUtution . 

Dry den s Dufrefnoy. 

5. Temper of mind. 

Dametas, according to the conflitution of a dull head, thinks 
no better way to fhew himfelf wife than by fufpedting every 
thing in his way. ", Sidney. 

Some dear friend dead ; elfe nothing in the world 

Could turn fo much tbe conJUtution 
Of any conftant man. Sbakefpeare's Merchant of Venice. 
He defended himfelf with undaunted courage, and lefs 

Clarendon. 
laws and 


paffion than was expected from his conflitution. 

6. Eftablifhcd form of government; fyftem of 
cuftoms. 

The Norman conqu’ring all by might, 

Mixing our cuftoms, and the form of right, 

With foreign conjlitutions he had brought. Daniel's Civ. War. 

7. Particular law; eftablifhcd ufage ; eftabliffiment ; inftitu- 
tion. 

We lawfully may obferve the pofitive conjlitutions of our 
own churches. Hooker , b. iv. feff. 5. 

ConJUtution , properly fpeaking in the fenfe of the civil law, 
is that law which is made and ordained by fome king or em- 
peror ; yet the canonifts, by adding the word facred to it, 
make it to fignify the fame as an ecclefiaftical canon. Ayliffe, 
Constitutional, adj. [from conJUtution .] 

1. Bred in the conflitution; radical. 

It is not probable any conjlitutional illnefs will be communi- 
cated with the fmall-pox by inoculation. Sharpe's Surgery. 

2. Confident with the conflitution; legal. 

Constitu'tive. adj. [from confitute.] 

1. That which conftitutes any thing what it is; elemental; ef- 
fential ; productive. 

Although it be placed among the non-naturals, that is, fuch 
as neither naturally confitutivc , nor merely deftructive, do 
preferve or deftroy. Brown's Vulgar Errours, b. iii. c. 9. 

The very elements and conJUiutive parts of a fchifmatick, 
being the efteem of himfelf, and the contempt of others. 

Decay of Piety. 

2. Having the power to enacl or eftablifh. 

To CONSTRAIN, v. a. [ conjlraindrc , Fr. conflringo , Latin ] 

1. To compel; to force to fome action. 

Thy fight, which fhould 
Make our eyes flow with joy, 

Corjlrains them weep. Shakejpeare' s Coriolanus . 

2. To hinder by force; to retrain. 

My fire in caves corjlrains the winds. 

Can with a breath their clam’rous rage appeafe ; 

They fear his whiffle, and lorfake the leas. Dry den. 

3. To neceffifcate. 

The fears upon your honour, therefore, he 
Does pity as conjlrained blemifhes. 

Nothing deferv’d. Sbakefpeare's Anthony and Cleopatra. 

When to his luft AEgyfthus gave the rein, 

Did fate or we th’ adult’rous a& confrain f Pope's Odyjfey. 

4. To violate; to ravifh. 

Her fpotlefs chaftity, 

. Inhuman traitors, you confrain d and forc’d. Shak.Tit. And. 

5. To confine; to prefs. _ 

How the ftrait flays the {lender wafle confrain f Gay. 
Constrain able. adj. [from conftrain.] Liable to conftraint ; 
obnoxious to compulfion. 

Whereas men before flood bound in confidence to do as 
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reafon teachetb, they are now, by virtue of human law m 
fir (finable ; and, if they outwardly tranfgrefs, Dunifhable Hook 
Const ra'inEr. n.f [from confer aim] He that conftrains/* 

Constraint, n. J. [ contrainte , French.] Compulfion; com- 
pelling force ; violence; act of over-ruling the defire 5 - eon 
finement. * 

I did fuppofe it fhould be on c mfraint ; 

But, heav’n be thank’d, it is buc voluntary. Shak. K.John 
Like you a man ; and hither led by fame, J 

Not by conftraint, but by my choice, I came. Dryd. In. Etnp , 
The conftant defire of happinefs, and the confraint it puts 
upon us to a£t for it, no body, I think, accounts an abriefe- 
ment of liberty. p g f 

To CONSTRICT, v. a. [■ corfriiigo , corf ri Hum , Latin ] 

1. To bind ; to cramp ; to Confine into a narrow compafs. 

2. f o contract ; to caufe to fhrink. 

Such things as conferiff the fibres and ftrengthen the folid 
P arts * Arbuthnot on Diet. 

Construction, n.f [from corf riel. ] Contraction ; com- 

preffion 

The air which thefe receive into the lungs, may ferve to 
render their bodies equiponderant to the water; and the con- 
Jl riff ion or dilatation of it, may probably affift them to afeend 
or defeend in the water. Ray on tbe Creation. 

Constructor, n.f. [conferiff or, Latin.] That which com- 
prefles or contracts. 

He fuppofed the conferiff or s of the eye-lids muft be flreinnh- 
ened in the fupercilious. Arbuth. and Pope's Mart Scrib. 
To CON STRANGE, v. a. [ conferingo , Lat.] To comprefs ; 
to contract; to bind. 

The dreadful fpout, 

Which fhipmen do the hurricano call, 

Conjlring'd in mafs by the almighty fun. Sh. Tro. atidCreJJt. 
Strong liquors, efpecially inflammatory fpirits, intoxicate, 
confringe , harden the fibres, and coagulate the fluids. Arbuth. 
Constringent, adj. [corjlringens , Latin.] Having the qua- 
lity of binding or compreffing. 

Try a deep well, or a confervatory of fnow, where the cold 
may be more confringent. Bacon's Natural Hifory , N°. 380. 

It binds ' 

Our ftrengthen’d bodies in a cold embrace 
Confringent . Thomjon s JVinter , /. 700. 

To CONSTRU'CT. v. a. [ccnferuffus, Lat.] To build; to 
form ; to compile ; to conftitute. 

Let there be an admiration of thofe divine attributes and 
prerogatives, for whofe manifefting he was pleafed to conjhuff 
this vaft fabrick. Boyle's Vfefulnefs of Natural Philofophy , 

Construction, n.f [ conjlruffio , Latin.] 

1. The a£l of building, or piling up in a regular method. 

2. The form of building; ftruclure ; conformation. 

There’s no art 

To fhew the mind’s conferuffion in the face. Shak. Macbeth. 
The ways were made of feveral layers of flat ftones and 
flint : the conferuffion was a little various, according to the 
nature of the foil, or the materials which they found. Arbuth. 

3. [In grammar.] The putting of words, duly chofen, together 
in fuch a manner as is proper to convey a complete fenfe. 

Clarke's Latin Grammar. 
Some particles conftantly, and others in certain conjlruffions , 
have the fenfe of a whole fentence contained in them. Locke. 

4. The a <St of arranging terms in the proper order, by dilen- 
tangling tranfpofitions ; the a£l of interpreting; explanation. 

'J his label, whofe containing 
Is fo from fenfe in hardnefs, that I can 
Make no collection of it, let him fhew 
His fkill in the conferuffion. Sbakefpeare's Cymbcline f 

5. The fenfe ; the meaning; interpretation. 

In which fenfe although we judge the apoftlc’s words to 
have been uttered, yet hereunto we do not require them t© 
yield, that think any other corf ruffian more found. Hooker. 

He that would live at eafe, lhould always put the bell con - 
f ruff ion on bufinefs and converfation. Collier on the Spleen. 

Religion, in its own nature, produces good will towards 
men, and puts the mil deft conf ruffian upon every accident that 
befals them. Spectator, N°. 4 ^ 3 * 

6. Judgment: mental reprefentation. 

It cannot, therefore, unto reafonable confruffions feem 
ftrange, or favour of Angularity, that we have examined this 
point. Brown's Vulgar Errours , b. iv. c. 13* 

7. The manner of deferibing a figure or problem in geometry. 

8. Construction of Equations , in algebra, is the method cf 
reducing a known equation into lines and figures, in order to 
a geometrical demonftration. 

ConstruCt ur e. n.f. [from conferuff.] Pile; edifice; fa- 
brick. 

They fhall the earth’s anfruffure clofely bind, 

And to the center keep the parts confin’d. Blackmon. 

ToCO'NSTRUE. v. a. [confer uo, Latin.] 

1 . To range words in their natural order ; to difentangle trant- 
pofition/ 

I’ll teach mine eyes with meek humility, 

Love-learned letters to her eyes to read ; . 

Which 
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‘Which her deep wit, that true heart s thought can fpeU, 
Will foon conceive, and learn to conf rue well. Spenfei * 

Virgil is fo very figurative, that he requires (I may almoft 
fay) a grammar apart to conf rue him. D'ryden. 

Thus we are put to conjlrue and paraphrafe our own words, 
to free ourfelves either from the ignorance or malice of our 
adverfaries. Stillingfeet’ s Defence of Difeourfe on Roman Idol. 

7. To interpret; to explain ; to fhew the meaning. 

1 muft crave that I be not fo underftood or conf rued , as if 
any fuch thing, by virtue thereof, could be done without *the 
aid and afliftance of God’s moft Hefted fpirit. Hooker , b. iii. 

Conjlrue the times to- their neceffities, 

' And you fhall fay, indeed, it is the time. 

And not the king, that doth you injuries. Shak. Hen. IV. 
When the word is corf rued into its idea, the double mean- 
ing vanifhes. Addfon on Ancient Medals. 

To CG'NSTUPRATE. v. a. [confufro, Lat.] To violate; 
to debauch ; to defile. 

Constupra'tion. n.f. [from conf ufr ate. ~\ Violation; de- 
filement. 

CONSUBST A'NTI AL. adj. [confubfantialis, Latin.] 

1. Having the fame effence or fubfiftence. 

The Lord our God, is but one God : in wltfch indi vifible 
unity, notwithstanding we adore the Father, as being altoge- 
ther of himfelf, we glorify that conjubjlantial word which is 
the Son ; we blefs and magnify that co-efiential Spirit, eternally 
proceeding from both, which is the Holy Ghoft. Hooker , b. v. 

2. Being of the fame kind or nature. 

It continueth a bo <\y cotifub/iantial with our bodies ; a body 
of the fame, both nature and meafure, which it had on earth. 

Hooker , b. v. J. 54. 
In their conceits the human nature of Chrift was not con- 
fuhflantial to ours, but of another kind. Brerewood. 

Cons ubs t a nti aTit y. n.J'. [from confubftantial.] Fxiftence 
of more than one, in the fame fubftance. 

The eternity of the Son’s generation, and his co-eternity 
and confubfantiality with the Father, when he came down 
from heaven. Hammond on Fundamentals. 

To Consubsta / ntiate. v. a. [ from con and fubfantia , 
Lat.] 'Fo unite in one common fubftance or nature. 

Consubst antiaYion. n.f. [from conjubf antiate . J The 

union of the body of our blefted Saviour with die facramental 
element, according to the Lutherans. 

In the point of confubfaniiation , toward the latter end of 
his life, he changed his mind. Atterbury. 

CONSUL, n.f , [ coful , confulendo , Latin.] 

1. 7 he chief magifirate in the Roman republick. 

Or never be fo noble as a corf ul. 

Nor yoke with him for tribune. Sbakefpeare's Coriolanus. 

Corfu's of mod’rate pow’r in calms were made ; 

When the Gauls came, one foie dictator fway’d. Dry den. 

2 . Aii officer commiffioned in foreign parts to judge between 
the merchants of his nation, and protcdl their commerce. 

Consular, adj. | confularis , Latin.] 

1. Relating to the conful. 

The confular power had only the ornaments, without the 
force of the royal authority. Speffator, N°. 287. 

2. Consular Man. One who had been conful. 

Rife not the confular men, and left their places, 

-o foon as thou fat’ft down ? Ben. Jobnf on's Catiline. 

o nsula i e. n.J. fonfulatus, Latin.] 7 he office of conful. 

_ His name and confulate were effaced out of all publick re- 
gifters and inferiptions. - Addifon's Remarks on Italy. 

Co NSULSHIP. n. f [from conful.] The office of conful. 
i he patricians fhould do very ill, 

I’o let the conf df dp be fo defil’d. Ben. John fen's Catiline. 
c V ie k°T w ith his aufpicious face, 

-T- cm f u 'J hi t an<1 triumph grace. Dryden. 

I o COJSSL .. ] . v. n. [ cmfultn , Latin.] To take counfel to- 
gether ; to deliberate in common. It has with before the per- 
ion admitted to confultation. 

Every man, 

x.v.cer the hideous florin that follow'd, was 
A thing infpir d ; and, not corfulting, broke 
Into a general prophecy, that this tempefl. 

Da fhing the garment of this peace, aboded 

f r fudd ® n J? rcach °n;t. Sbakefpeare’s Henry VIIL 

knate-houie, wherein three hundred and twenty men fat 
conjming always for the people. ! Mac. v iii. , r 

Confult not mtb the flothful for any work. Ecclas. xxxvii. 
He lent for his bofom friends, with whom he moft confi- 

wTereofhC ' W and ^ paper “ them ’ the contcnts 

To tw Jr Z a . <*"**•■ 

1 ’ afk ady ice of ; as, he confulted his friends. 

2. 1 o regard ; to aft with view or refpefl to. 

rather 6 / 16 ’ in the fl e ft pkce ’ t0 the ^ceffities of life 
e than matters of ornament and delight. L'Eflranue 

ne Senate owes its gratitude to Cato, * 

Vv ho with fo great a foul confults its fafety, 

3- To'plim fto contrirc.' ^ ^ ^ 
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Thou haft confulted fhame to thy houfe, by cutting off rntitij 
people. ' Hcb. ii. 10. 

Many things were there confulted for the future, yet nothing 
was pofitively refolved. Clarendon , b.\ iib 

4. To fearch into ; to examine ; as, to confult an author. 
CoTsult. n.f [from the verb. It is varioufly accented ] 

1. The afl of confulting. 

Yourfelf in perfon head one chofen half. 

And march t’ opprefs the fa ft ion in confu'.t 

With dying Dorax. Dryden's Den Scbafiaru 

2 . 7’he effedl of confylting; determination. 

He faid, and rofe the firft ; the council broke ; 

And all their grave confults diftolv'd in fmoke. Dryd. Fab.es,, 

3. A council ; a number of perfons affembled in deliberation. 

Divers meetings and confults of our whole number, to con- 
ftder of the former labours. Bamn 

A confult of coquets below 
Was caii’d, to rig him out a beau: 

Consultation, n.f. [from conf At.] 

1. The acl of confulting; fecret deliberation. 

The chief priefts held a confultation with the elders and 
feribes. A! ark, xv. 1 . 

2. A number of perfons confulted together ; a council. 

A confultation was called, wherein he advifed a fiilivation. 

JVifcman of Abfcefjes. 

3. [In law.] Confultatio is a writ, whereby a caufe, being for- 
merly removed by prohibition from the ecclefiaftical couit, or 
cotirt chriflian, to the king’s court, is returned thither ajiain : 
for the judges of the king’s coutt, if, upon comparing the 
libel with the fuggeftion of the party, they do find the fug- 
geftion falfe, or not proved, and therefore the caufe to be 
wrongfully called from the court chriflian ; then, upon this 
confultation or deliberation, decree it to-be returned again. Cowel. 

ConsuTter. n.f [ from confult. ] One that confults or 
afks council or intelligence. 

There fhall not be found among you a charmer, or a ccn- 
fulter with familiar fpirits, or a wizard. Deutr. xviii. 1 1: 
Consumable, adj. [from confumc.] Sufceptible of dcftruc- 
tion ; poffible to be wafted, fpent, or deftroy ed. 

It does truly agree in this common quality aferibed unto 
both, of being incombuftible, and not confumable by fire; but 
yet there is this inconvenience, that it doth contrail fo much 
fuliginous matter from the earthy parts of the oil, though it 
was tried with fome of the pureft oil which is ordinary to be 
bought, that in a very few days it did choak and extinguifh 
the flame. JVilkins's Mathem. AAagick. 

Our growing rich or poor depends only on, which is 
greater or lefs, our importation or exportation of confumable 
commodities. Locke . 

To CONSITME. v.a. [confumc, Latin.] To wafle; tofpend; 
to deftroy. 

Where two raging fires meet together, 

They do confitme. the thing that feeds their fury. SJIakefpeare. 

7 hou fhalt carry much feed out into the field, and fiialt 
gather but little in; :or tbe locufts fhall confume it. Deui. xxxuio 
7 'hus in foft anguifh fhe confumes the day, 

Nor quits her deep retirement. 'Thomfon’s Spring. 

1 o Gonsu me.. V. n. Fo wafle away ; to be exhaufted. 

"T'hefe violent delights have violent ends, 

And in their triumph die; like fire and powder, 

W hich, as they meet, confume. Skakefp. Romeo and Juliet. 

Consumer. n.J. [from conjume .] One that inends, waftes, 
or deitroys any thing. 

Money may be confidered as in the hands of the corfumcr 

or of the merchant who buys the commodity, when made 
to export. j , 

To CONSUMMATE, v.a. [amfemmer, Fr ctmfummare, Lat.] 

lo comp etc; to perfect; to final, ; to end. Anciently ac- 
cented on the firft ly liable. ^ 

Yourfelf, myfelf, and other lords, will pafs 
1 ocmjummate this bufinefs happily. Skakefp. King John. 

I ncre in all we confummate our fpoufal rites. Shakejpeare. 

wr Y pcr ‘° n . was cunnin g enough to begin the deceit "in the 
. he, and the weaker (ufficient to confummate the fraud in 
the ftronger. iWr Vulgar Errours , b. i. r. " 

rr y . , had a mmd t0 confummate the happinefs of the day Tati 
Consummate adj. [from the verb.] Complete TerT 
fimfliedj omnibus numeric abfolutus. * * 

I do but flay ’till your marriage be confummate. Shakefpeare. 
Hartn, in her rich attire 

C,nfum ma , e , lovely fmil’d. Milton’s Paradife Loft, b vii 
Gratian, among his maxi, ns for raifmg a man to the moft 
confummate greatnels advifes to perform extraordinary Abns 
If , ™ tC f g°° d h ‘ftonan. Addifon, Freeholder \ N«. g 
Cm m O' perfedt and confummate virtue falls into a rn'if- 
P , Une ’ IC rai| es our pity, but not our terrour. Addif Steltat 

Consummation, n.f. [from confummate .] J ~ P 

I. Gompletion ; perfection; end. 

■' »• <>*» »t ‘hings , 

From the firft beginning of the world unto the laft con- 

, j'ummaiiqn 
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